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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A FOURTH OF JULY SERMON,—1847. 

“ And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, saying, If 
“thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong to 
“thy peace.” —Luke xix: 41, 42. 

The birth -day of our country is memorable to us, brethren, if not 
to others; and its concurrence, this year, with ‘‘the holy day” may 
seem to call for some reference to it, from this sacred place. 

It will be regarded, as not inappropriate to invite your consideration 
of the obligation, and the resulting duties of patriotism, or the love of 
country, and we are instructed as to both these points, by the example 
and lessons of our divine teacher, and substantially in the text, which 
brings our Lord before us in tears, and ejaculating the best of wishes 
for his own, his native land. 

His solicitude for Jerusalem was constantly manifested by word 
and deed, and as his example, so his teaching, and those of other 
inspired persons, render it beyond al! question, that the love of country 
is obligatory, that it is a duty recognized by our holy religion. The 
system which condemns local feeling, the system of ubiquitarianism, 
was unknown to the ancients, whether Hebrewor pagan, and it would, 
if prevalent, soon exile from earth the benevolence which it professes 
to guard and to advance, and introduce a sickly sensibility, more 
affected by imaginary than by real misery, so occupied with the mass, 
as to overlook each individual—and altogether passive, never active, 
expended in fruitless tears, and sighs, and lamentations, in mere 
emotion and utterance—not in going from house to house to adminis- 
ter relief, or even in caring for and helping the inmates of our own 
home. 

The weakness of human nature makes necessary the concentration 
of its faculties not only the physical and intellectual, but the moral 
also. To diffuse our cares and efforts over a wide surface serves to 
weaken them, and render them ineffectual, or inoperative. Experience 
attests that the progress of the sciences and the arts has been the 
result of the division of labor, mental and physical—and of the appli- 
cation of individual energy to one or a few objects. The progress of 
the blessed cause of philanthropy (if we may so speak) is to be traced 
to the operation of the like causes. If all men were busied in reliev- 
ing all men—if all men were occupied in planning and managing all 
the institutions for benefiting mankind, for the removal of ignorance, 
and suffering and immorality and irreligion, what would be the 
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effect? Just nothing, but lucubrations—not one School—not one Alms- 
house—not one Hospita!—not one Church—not one individual relieved. 

The separation of mankind into families, neighbourhoods, commu- 
nities, and nations, creates mutual obligations, exercises the benevolent 
feelings and principles, and advances the general welfare, in a degree 
which would be utterly unknown in acountry, if we could suppose 
such an one to exist, in which particular attachments were not recog- 
nized or repudiated. There is a close analogy between the spiritual, 
and the material world. The divine Governor of both has made each 
part in each contribute chiefly to the good of its neighbour, and thus 
to the greater good of the whole. 


‘On their own axis now the planets run, 

“And make at once their circuit round the Sun, 

‘“‘ Look round our world, behold the chain of love 

“‘ Combining all below, and all above. 

‘See plastic nature working to this end, 

“The single atoms each to other tend 

“‘ Attract, attracted to, the nezt in place 

“‘Form’d and impell’d its neighbour to embrace.”’ 
Pope's Essay on Man, 3d chap. line 313. 

Like relative love, the love of country is of the nature of an instinct, 
for we find it in every region though bleak as Alps, barren as Iceland, 
and noxious as Batavia, and there is no heart enshrined in the human 
form, which has not felt the influence of it. It is not to be believed 
then, that the religion of Christ, whose praise it is, not to extinguish, 
but to direct and improve the propensities of our nature, could be 
unfriendly to the cultivation of, or negligent in recommending this 
sentiment. It would be injustice to true religion to hold,t that 
she is not favorable to a sentiment, which is the parent of content- 
ment and industry; of fortitude and courage, and the murse of social 
affection, and charity, and also of gratitude to God as the giver, and 

rotector, and benefactor of our beloved country. 

In the holy Scriptures we are often called to notice the love of 
country affecting the patriarch and prophet, the king and the priest, 
the apostle and the martyr; the obscurest disciples of Jesus, and the 
humble woman of Samaria, and in the record of their lives, made to 
instruct mankind in all ages, that circumstance is deemed worthy to 
be inserted. When the Lord desired Jacob to depart from the land 
of idolatry, he condescends to appeal to the motive, of which we are 
speaking, saying to him “ Return unto the land of thy fathers and to 
thy kindred,” (Genesis xxxi: 3.) and to the Midianite, Hobab, Moses 
said ‘“‘ Come thou with us, and we will do thee good, and he said, I 
will not go but I will depart to my own land, and to my kindred.” 

Hadad, when he heard that the pillars of Judea, the king and the 
chief warrior, had fallen, said “ Let me depart to my own country,” 
Pharaoh replied, ‘‘ What hast thou lacked with me, that behold thou 
“seekest to go to thine own country? He answered Nothing, howbeit 
“Jet me go in any wise.” (1 Kings, xi: 22.) Nothing was wanting to 
Hadad, but his country, and that he must seek at the expense of royal 
favor, and every other earthly comfort. | 





* Soame Jenyns held this paradox. 
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But for devoted self-sacrificing love of country, few, in any age, 
can bear comparison with the great lawgiver and governor of the 
Hebrews. Moses said “Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and 
“made them molten images of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive 
“their sin, and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
“hast written.” (EHzodus, xxxii: 31.) The Lord had said “ This is ‘a 
“ stiff necked people.’ Now therefore let me alone, that I may con- 
“sume THEM, and I will make of ¢hee a great nation.” 

How does he receive this intimation? What an opportunity for 
aggrandizing his family! His country had been ungrateful to him, 
and rejected the authority of the divine ruler. It appeared only a 
just severity, to abandon them to their merited retribution. But his 
character stood the test, and he replied in substance “If thou wilt not 
“forgive them, if they must be blotted from the book of the living, 
“blot me, I pray thee with them. I wish not to'survive them. I 
‘“‘ would not be the man to escape the general wreck.” 

“Under the like feeling’’—how heart-speaking is the prophet 
Isaiah! “ For Zion’s sake I will not hold my peace and for Jerusalem’s 
“sake, 1 will not rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth as 
“brightness. Thou shalt be a crown of glory, and a royal diadem 
“in the hand of thy God. Thou shalt no more be termed Forsaken, 
“neither shall thy land any more be termed Desolate.” (Isaiah, 1x1: 
1, 4.) A patriot only could have composed the song of the captive 
Kebrew: ‘“ By the rivers of Babylon, we sat down and wept, when 
“we remembered Zion—we hanged our harps upon the willows. How 
“shall we sing the Lord’s song in astrange land? If I forget thee, 
“O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not 
“remember thee let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I 
“prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy.” (137 Psalm.) How 


‘ interesting is the union of the love of God andthe love of country, in 


the life of good Nehemiah. How deep his sympathy with, and ardent 
his prayers, in behalf of his country! How great his efforts to pro- 
mote her weal! How unremitted his watchfulness against her ene- 
mies. ‘ The king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing 
“thou art not sick? This is nothing else, but sorrow of heart. ‘Then 
“IT was very sore afraid, and said unto the king. Let the king live 
“for ever, why should not my countenance be sad, when the city the 
“place of my father’s sepulichres lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
“are consumed with fire.” (Nehemiah, ii: 3.) When old Simeon 
recognizes the divine Redeemer, he welcomes him as “set for the 
rising again of many in Israel, as the glory of his people Israel.” 
(Luke ii 34.) And with a kindred feeling: The Apostle Paul said 
“My heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might 
“be saved.” “Hath God cast away his people, God forbid—for I also 
: am an Israelite.” ‘I could wish that myself were accursed from 
" Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are 
‘ Israelites.” “(Romans,x:1; xi: 1; ix: 3.) But a greater than 
David and Paul is here to guide and teach us. Our Redeemer called 
Judea his own country, and yet if any one could with propriety have 
r egarded himself a citizen of the world, surely it washe. As if aware 
of this preference, when the Jewish elders applied to him to relieve 
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the centurion, they say ‘‘ He is worthy for he loveth our nation.” ( Luke, 
vii: 5.) To the laws of his country, he gave prompt obedience, even 
at the expense of a miracle, and to the influence of his example 
added the authority of an express injunction —‘ Render unto Cesar 
the things which are Cesar’s.”’ : 
The first object of his charity was his country. ‘“ He came to his 


own.” He performed most if not all his miracles in Judea, preached 


no where out of it, and charged his apostles “to go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” 

Hear his complaint ‘‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I 
“have gathered thy children together as a hen doth gather her brood 
“under her wings and ye would not.” 

Observe his tears!—Of weeping, on the part of our Redemer, there 
are only two records, (worthy indeed of him, and of the causes) one at 
the call of friendship, and the second time, by the sympathy of the 
patriot, “ When he beheld his city he wept over it.” And in his last 
moments, in the agony of persecution, the child forgives his unnatural 
mother, and prays for her welfare. 

Yes, Blessed Lord! If thy children would know what they owe their 
country, thy life is the pattern of patriot perfection. If they would 
render her their hearts, thy tears have not been shed in vain; and if 
they would learn to forgive her wrongs, let them approach thy Cross. 
You perceive then, brethren, that ever consistent with reason and 
nature; designed to promote man’s happiness even in the present life, 
religion requires him to love his country, and enforces this obligation 
by the example of our Lord himself. 

Some of the duties called for by an enlightened love of country, may 
now properly claim a brief consideration: And inthe first place: A 
proper love of country calls every one to lament her sins, and seek 
her reformation, . 

Inditterence to the calamities of one’s country is a species of parri- 
cide, baser than treason, because without its boldness. But what 
calamity so terrible as that flood of iniquity, which destroyed the old 
world, and has swept away nation after nation throughout all ages. 
It is thas, which withers the Christian fortitude, fearless of the tempest 
and the sword, of famine and pestilence; and it was this, which 
extorted tears from that heroic soul who never wept for himself, In 
their collective capacity, nations can be punished or rewarded only in 
the present life, and as a wicked nation nannot expect, so a pious one 
may be sure of divine favor, and of all that honor and prosperity, peace 
and concord, which Omnipotence can bestow. 

The country in which religion flourishes, is the land ¢ promise, 
and a religious people are the true Israel of God. 

In a republic, where the government is in the hands of the majority, 
it is all important that the principles of religion and morality should 
prevail—for not only its prosperity, but its very existence depends on 
the suppression of vice, and ignorance. 7 

The trué patriot then will ever be friendly to the maintenance of 
schools and churches, and other means for advancing learning and 
science ; industry and virtue. It is among the first wishes of his heart, 
and chief labors of hig life, to have his countrymen serve the Jord, 
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holy as a nation, and so happy when (this distinction at an end) there 
shall be one fold under one shepherd. 

Is he rich? To the nurseries of virtue, he will give plenteously. 
Is he poor? He will gladly give of his little, and if he has no silver 
and gold, will, according to the lesson of the Apostle Paul,contribute 
‘such’ as he has. The example of a holy life, at least can be devoted 
to the cause of religion. But, of this, I shall speak hereafter. 

Prayer for our country. at all times, is. another claim which she has 
on her citizens. If it be a duty to seek the moral improvement of our 
country, then it is a duty to ask for the blessing of God, without whose 
providence the institutions of religion must perish, and without whose 
grace the best human exertions would be utterly in vain. In the 
season of national distress, the Christian by.a natural impulse lifts his 
heart to heaven, “ spare thy people, O Lord, and give not thine heritage 
to reproach.” In prosperity, he rejoices with trembling, and prays 
that his countrymen may not be corrupted by it, but may look up to 
the source of all good, and by deed and word shew gratitude. 

In the book of Nehemiah, there is recorded a most affecting prayer 
made by him in behalf of his nation, and let it be observed for the 
encouragement of such patriots, it was answered by the blessing of 
God on the means of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, and her sacred 
temple, and by much relief to his afflicted countrymen. 

The Hebrews were commanded by the Lord to pray for the land 
where they resided, even for Babylon the place of their captivity ; 
and if Christians could disregard the natural propriety of this duty, 
and the example of their Master, they must yield to the positive pre- 
cept of the apostle. “I exhort, therefore, that first of all supplica- 
“tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
“men; For kings and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a 
“ quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. For this is 
“good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour.” 

To aid us in this duty, the Church las provided several excellent 
prayers. and we never meet in her courts, or at her altar, without 
being invited to pray for our country, her magistracy, and her people ; 
but I trust that a duty so important and so grateful is performed in 
private as well as in public, and that they whose hearts, at al/ times, 
are with the land of their fathers, and their children, do not fail at 
home as well as in the sanctuary, to commend her to the protection 
and guidance and blessing of Almighty God. There are very few 
who can serve their country, in the cabinet, or the field; and of her 
daughters, modest and retired, she expects no such active services. 
But prayer is in the power of all, and what legion of men or of devils 
can resist prayer. 

_ To cultivate religion in his own heart and life, is a duty specially 
incumbent on the patriot. 

If every man is bound to promote the welfare of his country; and 
religion conduces to that object, then every man ought to be religious 
himself, for the first step in making owr community religious is to be 
so ourselves, and there is no weapon of persuasion so powerful as 
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example. And indeed without personal religion, all our pious efforts, 
if such a solecism could exist, would be unavailing, for they would 
be conducted without energy, and without the blessing of God. 
Prayer for our country would also be ineffectual, under such circum- 
stances, for the sacrifice of the wicked is called an abomination to the 
Lord, and it is the prayer of a righteous man that availeth much, 

The instances occur continually, wherein they who really love their 

country, mistake the means of advancing her interests. 
_ Many, alas too many, profess and merely profess the love of country, 
for hypocrisy is not confined to religion. But the true Christian, 
without ostentation, without any danger of mistake, is effectually 
contributing to the general welfare, and though the crowd may not 
attend his steps, or the laurels of victory adorn his brow, is a patriot 
of genuine stamp. | | . 

Our Lord Jesus Christ made no professions, but in the silent tenor 
of his way, sought divine favor for his country by his pious deport- 
ment; his active charity; his fervent prayers; and his generous 
sacrifice. 

You can all imitate him so far as to give religion, your voice, and 
countenance, and alms, and your example, whether it have a wide or 
a limited sphere of notice, and influence. In behalf of their country 
‘the many’ can do no more than to live as becomes faithful disciples of 
Christ, but this is a great deal, for ten righteous men in Sodom would 
have saved that doomed city. 

Our country? It is our home, our church, our family, our 
friends, our neighbours? Can we need any persuasion to promote 
such interests so near our hearts? And if they are best promoted by 
the means, now suggested, by fostering religion; by prayer; and by 
good example, and this can be doubted by no believer in the holy 
Scriptures, let me hope that you will use them faithfully, diligently, 
and persevéringly. 

A brief application of our subject to the relative claims of mis- 
sions may be, not without use. For missions in foreign lands, this 
Diocese has given, I do not say a great amount, but in disproportion 
to what has been applied to the relief of spiritual necessities, within 
the borders of our own large and growing country, it might be almost 
said heathen country, for what is the relative population of true Chris- 
tians, compared with the mass north, and south, and east, and especi- 
ally west! How overwhelmg the majority, who know nothing, or 
care nothing for the gospel of redemption, and salvation, and ever- 
lasting glory ! 

For missions in our sister States, in particular in the west, this 
congregation and this Diocese statedly contribute, but not in just pro- 
portion to the ability with which God hath blessed them; or to the 
moral destitution of the millions daily adding to their number, in that 
almost boundless region of physical abundance. 

For missions within the State of South-Carolina, something has 
been done, but much very much remains to be done, not only in those 
districts (ten in number) where not asingle missionary of our Church 
is to be met; but in the remaining 19 where are many localities, and 


thousands of individuals who have no opportnnity of partaking of the ° 
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holy sacraments,nor of the word of God, as this Church hath received 
the same. Has not this our native, or our adopted land—the home of 
ourselves and friends and children, a paramount claim to our care and 
bounty in relation to the wants and welfare of the immortal part of our 
nature? I submit this question to your calm consideration, only 
adding that some congregations, and some individuals (would there 
were more) have from time to time deposited in the hands of the 
‘‘ Becclesiastical authority,” sums of various amount to be applied to 
the extension of the knowledge and ordinances of the Church, more 
particularly in the middle and upper districts of this State—that good 
has resulted, and may, under the blessing of God, be anticipated more 
and more from this enlightened, judicious, and scripturally recom- 
mended charity. Let us not be weary in such well doing, but abound 
therein more and more, and in due season we shall reap the best har- 
vest, holiness and happiness here, and hereafter.—Amen. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST. PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 139,) 
’ CHAPTER XVII. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


We continue our extracts from the Journals of the Vestry, accord- 
ing to date. 

1795, June 8th. Resolved, by the Joint Vestries of St. Philip’s and 
St. Michael’s, that two hundred dollars be paid to the Rev. Dr. Purcell 
a delegate to the General Convention. 

June 14th. Rector’s salary, £320. Assistant £260. 

August 9th. The Church Wardens reported, that in pursuance 
of the Resolve of the 26th ult., they had taken off the door of the 
pulpit for the hot season, and had opened the upper sashes of some of 
the windows. 

1770.* May 24th. Mr. George Seaman’s Wi!l in these words “ Item 
I give and bequeath two hundred pounds sterling to be applied to the 
inclosure of St. Philip’s Church with a brick wall.” 

1783.* May 6th. Your Committee are of opinion, that as Mr. Harvey 
it is presumed, could not at the time of giving the said pew No. 19 to 
the Rector for the time being have had any idea of the value of his 
gift being lessened by the taxes that afterwards ensued, they there- 
fore recommend, that in order to fulfil the benevolent intentions of 
Mr. Harvey, the Vestry do relinquish to the Rector for the time 
being, all taxes upon the said pew No.19. Extract from his Will, 
dated November 29, 1782. “I give unto the Rector or first Minister of 
St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, and to his successors forever, the 
use and benefit of my Pew No.(_ ), in the south isle of the said 
Church, so that he and his successors may have and enjoy the same 





* These items are misplaced as to date. 
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without the control or interference of the Vestry or Church Wardens 
of the said Church, or of any other person or persons, bodies politic or 
corporate whatsoever. To the Vestry of St. Andrew’s Parish £100 
sterling to be let out at interest. Interest to be paid to the Rector. 
To the Vestry of St. Philip’s £100 sterling in the same way. To St. 
Michael’s, £100 sterling in like manner.” 

The Committee submit to the Vestry the regularity as well as the 
propriety, of fulfilling the benevolent intentions of Mr. Smith, “ by 
relinquishing to the Assistant for the time being all arrearages of 
taxes, and all future ones, upon the said two-thirds of the said pew, so 
long as the condition expressed in the Will, be complied with, “ That 
of preaching a sermon annually on New Year’s day in the said 
Church of St. Philip’s ;” and that the said tax be relinquished. 

1796. January 10th. Resolved, That the second Minister’s salary be 
three hundred and twenty pounds per annum from the 1st inst. 

1796. June 19th. Whereas, on Monday afternoon the 13th inst., a 
dreadful fire broke out in the neighborhood of this Church which 
destroyed about three hundred houses and the Church itself caught 
fire several times, and was at last saved, but not without the most 
strenuous exertions for several hours together. Resolved, 'To com- 
pensate the laborers at it. 

1796. August 14th. The following letter of General C. Gadsden 
and Col. John Huger was laid before the Vestry. 

“Gentlemen: Agreeable to your desire united with a request from 
Major Charles Lining to appraise a negro man at present his property, 
for the express’d purpose of his being liberated and as a reward for 
his having extinguished the flames which in the late conflagration on 
the 13th ult., had been communicated to St. Philip’s Church, but by 
his uncommon and particular exertion at the awful moment that ven- 
erable building was preserved; and having seen the said Will, and 
being likewise made acquainted with his character and profession, we 
have duly considered the subject referred to us both with respect to 
his qualifications and the price of negroes at this juncture, and we 
have estimated and ascertained the value of the said fellow Will, at 
one hundred and seventy-five pounds.” 

Agreed to, Mr, Lining giving £10. 

The fellow being called and informed of his emancipation, requested 
that he may in future be called Will Philip Lining. : 

1801. October 28th. Resolved, unanimously, That, in consideration 
of the long, able and eminent services of their much beloved and 
greatly lamented Rector and Divine (Bishop Smith,) and in testimony 
as well of the sincere veneration and affection to his person while 
living, as the deep and unfeigned sorrow and regret, which is felt on 
the mournful event, the following honors be paid to his memory &c., 

1802. February 14th. Resolved, That the books and journals 
belonging to the Church, and not immediately appertaining to the 
duties of the Treasurer, be lodged in the chest now in the Vestry 
Room, and that the Treasurer shall keep the key of the same. 

March 7th. It was moved by Gen. Pinckney, and seconded, That 
the acts of the Legislature of the years 1785 and 1791, incor- 
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porating St. Philip’s Church, be regardéd and recognised by this 
Congregation as the Charter and Constitutions of this Church. Vote, 
Ayes 35. Nays 14. 

March 7th. Gen. Gadsden, contended that the Vestry ought to 
transact the business of the Church without the interference of the 
congregation—he further said he was under an impression, that at the 
last meeting, there were nine out of ten who agreed that the Vestry 
should of themselves transact all the business that appertained to the 
Church, he hoped therefore they would proceed to the election of a 
second minister. 

May 8th. Mr. Roper’s resolutions to petition for altering the Charter 
postponed, . 

June 12th. On motion of Major Roper—Ordered, that the ministers 
be requested to read the Gloria in Excelcis or Gloria Patria both in 
the morning and afternoon service. 

June 13th. Major Roper’s resolution about altering the Charter, 
referred to a Committee. 

June 20th. The said resolution of Major Roper was rescinded. 

June 27th. Resolved, to petition the Legislature to repeal so much of 
the Act of 30th November, 1706, as constitutes the Rector or Minister 
a member of the Vestry, and all other acts or parts of acts that are 
inconsistent with the Act hereby recommended to be petitioned for. 

The Committee report in favor of some of his alterations ; one was 
to allow members to pass by-laws. 

July 11th. It was moved and seconded, that the oath prescribed by 
the 10th By-law, is not the proper oath for a Vestryman to take prior 
to his taking his seat in the Vestry; but that the proper oath is that 
prescribed by the act of 1706, which oath Major Lining, refusing to 
take, was not permitted to take his seat in the Vestry. 

July 18th. It was moved and seconded, that the resolution of the 
Vestry of the 11th July, 1802, respecting Major Lining’s qualification 
be rescinded—the question being put was lost. 

August 2d. At a Congregational meeting, Major Lining moved that 
the Act of 1706, is not of force so far as relates to this Church— 
carried by a vote 42 to 24. 

Resolved, At the same meeting, that By-laws of this Church (except 
the 14th) are binding upon the Members of this Church, and upon 
the Vestry and Church Wardens until altered or repealed by the 
Vestry and Church Wardens. 

September 26th. Resolved unanimously, That a petition be pre- 
sented to the Legislature praying them to give the force of Law to 
the Constitutional Rules of this Church, as adopted by the Vestry 
and Members thereof on the 30th October, 1797. 

Messrs, Corbett, Teasdale and K. Simons, presented a paper 
requesting the same may be entered on the minutes of the Vestry, 
which being agreed to, is as follows: | 
again subscribers, being firmly of opinion that the Act passed on 
Parish arch, 1785 to incorporate the Vestries and Wardens of the 

rishes of St. Philip’ and St. Michael, Charleston, and another Act 
peo on the 20th December, 1791, to establish the Vestries and 

ardens of said Parishes, as two distinct bodies politic and corporate, 
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are fully adequate to all thé purposes of our Church government, and 
that there is no need of Legislative interference. But as there are 
some of the members of our Church, who have doubts upon their 
minds respecting the legality of the powers conveyed to the Vestry 
and Wardens in the said Acts particularly the power of making By- 
laws, and also are of opinion, that the Act of 1706, called the Church 
Act, is still of force as relates to some of the essential points of our 
Church government, therefore, in order to quiet the minds of those 
who doubt, and in order to establish peace and harmony to the mem- 
bers of our Church, we consent to a petition being presented to the 
Legislature, praying them to give the force of Law to the Constitu- 
tional Rules of this Church as adopted by the Vestry and Members 
thereof, on the 30th October, 1797. 

October 24th. Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to wait 
upon the representation from Charleston, to request that they would 
support the petition of the Vestry and Members of this Church in the 
Legislature, and that they would use their endeavours to prevent the 
introduction of any clause inthe Act prayed for, which would be for- 
eign to the subject of the petition. 

June 13th.* Resolved, That it be recommended to the congregation, 
that the minister at his discretion—do read either the “Selections of 
Psalms” or “the Psalter or Psalms of David.” 

1804. February 12th. The proceedings, of the associated Vestries 
of St. Philip and St. Michael, from the 8th to the of August 
1803, were laid before the Vestry with a Circular Letter from the 
Committee of the said associated Vestries, in the following Words: 
viz: “ We therefore, their Committee, in behalf of the said two 
Vestries, do invite the different Vestries of the Protestant Episcopal 
Churches in this State, or their delegates, either Lay or Clerical, to be 
by them apppointed, to meet in Convention, at St. Michael’s Church, 
Charleston, on Monday, the 20th of February at 10 o’clock, to carry 
into effect the purposes, set forth, in the afore mentioned copy of 
their proceedings. 

Siened)  JOEN J. whncns Committee from 
(Sugned) 1). ALEXANDER, St. Michael’s Vestry. 


Cuaries Lining, Committee from 
Tuomas Corserrt. St. Philtp’s Vestry. 
Charleston, S. C. Jan’y. 9th, 1804. 


The said proceedings were immediately read, and after having 
taken_them into consideration, the follow Resolves were entered into, 
to-wit ; 

ist. That the said invitation, be accepted on the part of this Church; 
and that the Vestry and Church Wardens do attend as delegates from 
the different Vestries of the Protestant Episcopal Churches in this 
State, on the 20th of February next, and that the Rev. Mr. Frost be 
requested to attend as a Clerical Deputy,—And | 

2nd. That they be fully authorized and impowered to agree in the 
said Convention, to all such rules, matters and things, as shall appear 





* Misplaced as to date. 
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to them to be best calculated for the further advancement of our holy 
religion: the promotion of practical godliness: and for carrying fully 
and completely into effect the Constitution and Canons, formed by the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Churches in the 
United States of America, as formerly agreed to by the Convention 
of this State. 

November 11th. The late Bishop Madison having been invited to the 
Rectorship of St. Philip’s Church, and to the presidency of the Charles- 
ton College, replied :—‘ I received yesterday, the letter with which 

ou favoured me. Such a testimony of regard from so respectable a 
Society could not fail to excite in me, not only sentiments of gratitude, 
but a cordial wish, that circumstances would permit me to associate 
myself with those, who discover so laudable a zeal in the promotion 
of piety and learning, objects, of all others, the most interesting to 
man. But, situated as 1 am, perhaps, too far advanced in life to render 
those services, for which I should hold myself responsible, and upon 
the due performance of which my happiness would depend; fearing 
the influence of your climate; and feeling that every effort to detach 
myself from my native State, serves only to rivet me more closely to 
it, I must beg leave to decline the acceptance of appointments which 
I should otherwise consider, not only as advantageous but highly hon- 
orable. To Mr. Bee’s generosity I am also particularly indebted, but 
I trust, he will long continue the Principal of a Seminary, which must 
no doubt receive every benefit from his learning and assiduity. That 
you may be fortunate in the selection of a virtuous, wise and zealous 
successor to your late Pastor, and that religion and science may dif- 
fuse their blessings throughout your Society, and greatly contribute to 
your public and private happiness, is sir, the sincere prayer of your 
respectful and obliged servant. 

(Signed) J. Mapison. 

Williamsburg, Oct. 27th, 1804.” 


1805. January 6th. The Rev. Dr. Jenkins having engaged the Rev. 
Mr. Matthews to perform the funeral service over strangers to be 
interred in the Cemetery of this Church—Therefore resolved, That 
in consequence of the duties of the Rey. Dr. Jenkins, being increased 
by his attendance at the other Church—this Vestry agree to pay the 
expense of the minister for the interment of strangers. 

February 24th. A collection was made for the St. Domingo suffer- 
ers, which amounted to one thousand and ninety three dollars, 
eighty cents. 3 

August 31st. The Vestry of St. Philip’s Church partaking in com- 
mon with their fellow citizens the deep regret which is so universally 
excited by the death of General Christopher Gadsien, in order to 
testify their reverence for the memory of this excellent man, who, 
through a long course of years, in the various public stations to 
which his usefulness had called him, and in all the relations of private 

e, had fulfilled with exemplary honor and piety the duties enjoined 
by political and moral virtue,have ordered the following resolutions to 
be entered on their J ournals, viz: 
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Resolved, That the Rev. Dr. Jenkins be requesled to deliver a Dis- 
course suitable to this event, on the first Sunday that it may be conve- 
nient to him, and that the Members of the Vestry do wear crape on 
the left,arm, for four Sundays, in testimony of their great reverence 
for the memory of Gen. Christopher Gadsden, and their deep sense of 
the loss which this Church has sustained in him, whose piety rendered 
him one of its brightest ornaments, as his example was among its 
firmest supports. 

November 10th. Pew No. 84 was given by Mr. Harvey as a dona- 
tion to the Rector for the time being, and the former Vestry in consid- 
eration of its being a donation, did not assess it, as at the time it was 
given the Clergy were paid from the Public Treasury of the province, 
when the pews of the Church was not assessed, and by assessing it, 
it would destroy the intention of the donor.’ The Vestry, therefore 
confirm what the former Vestry did. 

1810. October 16th. A collection was made on Sunday last at this 
Church, for the benefit of the unfortunate sufferers by the late fire, 
amounting to $732. 

1813, June 18th. A Committee was appointed to make inquiry 
respecting a lot of land in Hampstead left to the Episcopal Church, 
by the late Col. Laurens. ! 

1814. July 18th. A balance due to the Sacramental or Charity 
Fund (over which the Church has no control) was paid over to the 
Treasurer, and by him credited in the cash book. : 

1815. July 9th. The Committee further recommend, that the 
Journals of the Vestry be deposited in a box to be kept in the Belfry 
room, where they may be resorted to at pleasure. They are contained 
in 5 volumes of Journals, No. 1, from 1732 to 1755; No, 2, from 1756 
to 4th April, 1774—from this period to 23d June 1795, the Journals 
are yet in rough, being entered in three unbound quire books; but as 
two-thirds of this Journal are yet blank, the Committee recommend 
that the rough minutes should be fairly transcribed therein. They 
recommend that a Committee be raised to examine such fair transcript, 
and that they be authorized te give such sum therefor, as they may 
deem adequate to the undertaking. No. 3, from June 1795 to 1804; 
No. 4, from 1804 to 1812; No. 5, from 1812 is yet in continuation. 

July 24th. Moved by Mr. Roper. Inasmuch as the alms received at 
the altar were formerly disbursed by the Church Wardens, but are 
now disposed of, by the Rector or Assistant Minister, 

Resolved, That the said ministers be requested, annually, to report, 
to the —-, the aggregate amount of the sums respectively 
disbursed by them, and the balance, if any, which may remain in their 
hands. | 

The above motion was considered and debated, and before taking 
the question thereon, it was moved and seconded, the consideration of 
the same be indefinitely postponed: which was agreed to. 

November 12th. Resolved, That the Chairman of the Vestry be 
requested to confer with the Rector, on the propriety of commencing 
Divine Service, by a voluntary on the organ, instead of a psalm or 
hymn, as at present is practiced ; and of omitting one of the chants, 
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Also of commencing Evening Service at an earlier hour; as candles 
are not permitted to be used in the Church, by an existing resolution 
of the Vestry. 

1816. August 31st. The Vestry assembled at 9 o’clock, A. M., Dr. 
Gadsden and the Rev. Mr. Frost attended and expressed their desire 
of entering into a free and friendly discussion of the resolution of the 
11th ult. The Chairman replied it had been a subject of deep regret 
to the Vestry, that such conference had not been earlier requested, as 
it might have been the means of preventing much unpleasant excite- 
ment. But that as the written communication of the Vestry had been 
misconceived, the Vestry with a view of avoiding all further misinter- 
pretation, had determined not to enter into any colloquial discussion. 
Dr. G. thereupon declared a written reply was intended; but that the 
better to enable them to accomplish that design, they had sought for 
an interchange of sentiment. They stated it to be their wish to dilate 
on the propositions and reasoning of the Vestry, and to assign the 
causes, which restrained them ftom complying therewith. It was 
answered that the Vestry Riad assembled at their instance, and would 
readily hear whatever objections to were disposed to urge. Where- 
upon they severally commented on the Resolution of the 11th ult.: but 
as it had been previously determined, that no verbal disquisition, how- 
ever relevant, should be entered on the journals, it was determined to 
leave unnoticed, the particulars of an interview, which was protracted 
to upwards of four hours. ‘Towards its close, Dr. Gadsden stated that 
as he and Mr. Frost had fully explained themselves,*they trusted it 
would be considered as unnecessary for them to offer any reply in 
writing: He therefore proposed they should be permittted to retire, 
whilst the Vestry would decide on his suggestion. They accordingly 
withdrew, when it was immediately and unanimously Resolved, That 
to the propositions of the Vestry, it was expected a written replica- 
tion will be made. Messrs. Gadsden and Frost, being informed of 
such determination, withdrew, when the Vestry adjourned. 

( To be Continued.) 





-- 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE LORD’S DAY. 


Messrs. Epirors :—Among the papers of a Layman, who died in 
1831, this piece was lately found. ‘The partiality of a friend may 
Overrate it, but he thinks the readers of the Gospel Messenger, will 
be interested and instructed by it. 

The institution of the Sabbath for the purposes to which it ought to 
be devoted, I often consider as one of the most agreeable features 
of Christianity, and as an evidence of its divine original. This day, 
when employed in those feelings and occupations to which it invites, 
must be productive of moral advantages of a nature so elevated as to 
satisfy every reasonable mind that such a considerable portion of time 
could have been set apart by the supreme intelligence, with no other 
view than their advancement, Men are moral beings, whose happi- 
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ness consists in their improvement in their moral state. From this 
object of their being, they are however, but too frequently diverted 
by the calls of business, and the invitations of pleasure. Temptations 
multiply on every side. ‘The moral feelings are deadened by an inter- 
course with the world. Men become grovelling and sordid. The 
prospect of immortality loses its relish. At length they have no thought 
for any other objects, but those of the passing day. It is true, to all 
men intervals of reflection come, The most prosperous often feel 
that they are unhappy. There is an unknown something which they 
cannot acquire. Their plans of aggrandizement and felicity succeed, 
a rival is passed in the race of ambition, they are met by the smiles of 
popularity. The merchant’s bark returns with a rich freight, or the 
effusions of the Poet find the meed of the judicious and the elegant, 
but happiness is still as far off as ever. Like the sun to the curious 
Indian,—tho’ rivers are forded, and mountains crossed, it sets at a dis- 
tance, which no foot can pass, and in ocean, which no line can fathom. 
But though the restlessness of man should raise new objects of pur- 
suit, as fast as the old are attained. ‘To thése upon whom success has 
never shone, whose prospect never widens, but who are doomed to be 
perpetually crossed, even in the narrow circle to which they are con- 
fined, A long night of affliction, of unbroken gloom, invite reflection 
on the state of man, and for hope from futurity. As thoughts will 
be forced upon man in any condition, and as they are so capable of 
affording consolation in affliction and brightning even prosperity, 
would it not be»well to make them habituai, and as it were a part of 
our lives and of ourselves! This is to be done by periodical reflec- 
tion and retirement. A part of each day, its opening and its close, 
could not be better employed, than in sober thought and devout feel- 
ings, the rest of the day would borrow its hue from these sacred 
moments: they would diffuse a calm over this fraction of life. To 
the mind they would give a collectedness, a patience, which would 
prepare it, for the difficulties, and enable it to perform with cheerful- 
ness, the labors to which it might be called. But these are liable to be 
broken in upon, and their very institution supposes a considerable 
progress in the art of living. A whole day set apart from secular 
concerns, fenced from worldly intrusions by powerful associations, 
promises such a store of moral improvement, as will fortify the mind 
against the assaults of the coming week. It is divided between wor- 
ship and meditation, public instruction, and private ‘reading. If 
steadily devoted to these purposes it promises habits of virtue; and 
treasures of knowledge. 

Of what importance must such a day be to those who, trammeled by 
the toils of the world, who during the rest of the week rise early, and 
go far into the night in the same laborious round of secular employ- 
ments, who are chained to business, and almost worn out with the 
burden of other men’s affairs. Such persons can hardly feel that they 
are men, but on the Sabbath. The dignity of their nature, their 
capacity for elevated feelings, and high thoughts is then recalled to 
their minds. They must wake as out of sleep, or come as from a 
dungeon. Would they but shut out their ordinary thoughts, and dwell 
on immortality, what a refreshment would it give to their minds, 
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Such reflections would restore the waste of the week, and prepare 
them for future toils. I have now traced the moral advantages attend- 
ant upon the proper employment of Sunday. No such day was ever 
known to any other religion but the Christian. It isa day founded on 
man’s immortality and connection with a future state. It is intended 
to link his present with another life. It has been called a Sabbath, 
being an image of the heavenly Sabbath, the day of perpetual rest, 


prepared for the people of God. 
| ——@—__ 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Report of the Mission, connected with oo a Chapel, from January to July, 

Right Rev. and Dear Sir:—Since the first of January, there have . 
been within my mission, 9 baptisms, 2 marriages, and 5 burials. Con- 
nected with my congregation there are, at present, as far as I am able 
to ascertain, 107 white, and 14 colored communicants, and 93 white, 
and 5 colored families. Among these I have paid 175 visits, 

There have been in the Sunday School, 8 teachers and an average 
attendance of 70 scholars. 

The Parochial School numbers 31 scholars in the male, and 27 
scholars in the female department. The former is still under the 
care of the Rev. B. Johnson, and the latter is now instructed by Miss 
E. Lebby, a communicant of the Chapel. But for the benevolent 
exertions of two young female friends, the Female School must long 
since have been discontinued, for want of funds to support the 
teacher. Even with their aid, the salary paid her is very inadequate, 
as a compensation for her labors. 

From the Treasurer’s Report, herewith sent, you will learn the 
amount of funds collected in the purses, and the application made of 
the same, 

The Communion Alms have amounted to $71,103 cts.; which with 
$45 from St. Michael’s and $30 from St. Philip’s Churches, have fur- 
nished monthly aid to 17 needy individuals; being an average of 
$1,43 cts. per month to each. 

For the poor in general, I have received nothing from a single indi- 
vidual, except a half barrel of small rice. From a Lady I have 
received $15 as a thank-offering after childbirth, to be applied as the 
rubric of the Church directs. From the collection made at the Sun- 
day School Anniversary, I have received $7 for purposes connected 
with Sunday School instruction. 

With the “ Circulating Loan” entrusted to my care, 7 needy persons 
have been aided. The present condition of that Loan is as follows: 








Original amount collected, - . ° $125 00 
Lost in 1844, by being loaned, - 43 00 
Due at present by different individuals, 80 414 
Balance in hand, - - - 1 582 
$125 00 








* Since the above was written, the Rev. Mr. Johnson has resigned, and in consequence 
; ° . ? 
thereof, the Male Department is discontinued. 
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From the “Orphan Fund” four individuals have withdrawn their 
subscriptions. There are at present 46 annual subscribers of $5 each; 
two, of $10 each; and three, of $2 each; yeilding together an annual 
amount of $210. Boarded aud educated on this Fund, are four desti- 
tute orphans. These, with board at $6 per month, and tuition at $3 
per quarter each, require an annua! expenditure of $336. By the aid 
of a surplus which had accumulated before the maintenance and edu- 
cation of two of them were assumed, I hope to meet their expenses 
for the current year; but, at the expiration of that time, unless further 
aid can be obtained from the members of the Church, some of them 
will have to be givea up. With the hope of lessening the expense 
attending their maintenance &c., as well as of being able more eff- 
ciently to superintend their training, I have commenced solicting funds 
for the establishment of an 

OrpHan Home. 

Towards this object I have obtained already $127,25 cts.; and am 
therefore strong in faith, that such an Institution will eventually be 
established, though it may be long after my earthly labors shall have? 
ended, 

In conclusion, I beg leave, again to call your attention to the condi- 
tion of the Chapel Building. Its cntertor is very much in need of 
paint and white wash; and the cornice on the outside is falling more 
and more, continually. 


With due respect, yours &c., 
Tuomas C. Dupont. 


July Ist, 1847. 

















DR. J. L. Egleston, Treasurer, in Account with St. Stephen's Chapel. CR. 
To paid Expenses for first quarter ending | By Collections made through the 
30 March, -~ - - $59 77 purses lst quarter 
“Ladies Society, - 86 65 ending 30. March, 146 42 
‘¢ Expenses for 2d quarters . os for 2d quarter end- 
ending 30 June, - 64 25 ing 30 June. - 106 52 
“« Ladies Society,* - - 42 27 -———_ 
—— $252 94 
$252 94 ————— 
*The congregation are pledged to make J. L. EGLESTON, 
up $75 to the Ladies Society; the balance T'reasurer. 
of $32,73 cts. remains to be made up. Charleston. July 7th, 1847. 
—>— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Report of the Mission, connected with St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, from January 
to July 1847. 


Right Rev. and Dear Sir :—The following statement of duties per- 
formed by me as Missionary of St. John’s Chapel, Hampstead, 
Charleston Neck, during the first six months of the year 1847, is 
respectfully submitted to you, and the Board of Managers of the 
Charleston Protestant Episcopal, Female, Domestic Missionary So- 
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ciety. Solemized 5 marriages—2 white and 3 colored. Baptized 18— 
1 white adult, and 4 children, also 3 colored adults, and 10 children; 
Buried 19—6 white adults and 4 children, also 5 colored adults and 
4 children. Divine Service has been held twice on every Lord’s-day 
and on Good Friday, and once on every Saturday, the Circumcision, 
Epiphany, Wednesday and Friday during Lent, every day in Passion- 
week, Easter Monday and Tuesday, Monday and Tuesday of 
Whitsun- week. 

The Lord’s Supper has been administered at the Chapel on the 
third Sunday of every month, also on Easter-day, Whitsunday and 
Trinity Sunday, and on different occasions to some members during 
sickness. 2 Communicants have been added, and 3 have died, present 
number 59. The children of the congregation have been catechised 
on the second Sunday of every month. The Sunday School for white 
and colored children under the Missionary, a Superintendent and five 
other Teachers has been held every Sunday morning before service, 
and that for colored adults and children under the Missionary, in the 
evening after service. A portion of the colored adults under my care 
have received catechetical instruction once every week at candle light 
in the Chapel. 

Occasional visits have been made at the Jail where the Missionary 
admitted to baptism and the Lord’s Supper, a culprit, and assisted 
through the request of a brother clergyman in preparing another 
criminal for the same Sacraments, The mentioned criminals have 
since been executed, 

Catechetical instruction has been given once every week to some 
adults at Poor-house, and through the request made to Missionary by 
some inmates of the same institution, Divine Service has been held 
and a Sermon preached on every Friday evening at candle light, com- 
mencing on Friday, Feb. 12th. On one evening during service an 
adult was admitted to Baptism, and on another the same individual 
and two others were Confirmed by the Bishop. Visits have also been 
made to some of the sick in the Male and Female Hospitals. The 
Bishop Confirmed a member on his sick bed. 

Received through the Chapel boxes for general purposes, $21,35 
cts.; From St. Philip’s Communion Alms, $30; From St. John’s Com- 
munion Alms, $32,39 cts. Amount received through Mr. Sass from 
collections on Whit-Tuesday, $7. 

Your Missionary feels thankful for the evidences of encouragement 
manifested, and requests that our friends will continue to remember 


him and those entrusted to his care in their prayers. 
Respectfully, Avex, W. Marsua.v. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ft CHURCH ORPHAN HOME. we 
© subscriber acknowledges the additional receipt, for this object, 


rf = following sums, viz: from the Church O. H. Society $15; 
ividend on 1 Share in Bank of Charleston, $3; Mrs. M, per 


Mrs. W. P. $5 3 and from “ an orphan” $9. 
VOL, XXIV.— No, 6. 23 
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In reference to this last donation, the undersigned would remark, 
that though from other sources he has received darger contributions, 
yet has he received none which has excited in his bosom such peculiar 
gratification. A donation from an orphan /or the benefit of orphans, he 
feels assured could have been drawn forth, by nothing but the ¢ruest 
sympathy; a sympathy, excited and fostered by the sad recollections 
of an orphan’s woes even when the privations of poverty have not been 
among them. An orphan’s woes! who can estimate them so well, as 
those who have themselves experienced the bitterness thereof? And are 
there not among the members of the Church many such? And shall 
one alone from among those many, manifest an interest in our enter- 
prise ? We trust, we belveve not. We feel assured that if there bea 
class of persons within the Church, to whom we may more confidently 
and effectually appeal for aid than to any other, they constitute that 
class. Let them only call to mind the sorrrows of heart and trials of 
life, which they themselves have endured; and to those sorrows and 
trials let them add in ¢magination, if they have not experienced them, 
those which must necessarily flow from being left not only “ without 
father and without mother” but also destetute, friendless, homeless ; 
and we fear not the result. With electric speed the tender sympathies 
of their hearts will be excited; and where these are truly excited, we 
defy any clasp to withhold the contents of the purse, or any worldly 
policy to keep back the helping hand. 

But perhaps some persons in the Church, may desire to understand 
the position which the undersigned occupies in reference to this 
benevolent enterpise; and the security which the members of the 
Church possess that any funds which they may contribute towards it, 
shall be faithfully applied. Be it therefore known unto all—that he 
simply occupies the position of “a servant of the Church for Jesus’ 
sake’? whose heart has been moved by what his own eyes have seen 
of the miserable condition of “ destztute orphans,” to beg from the 
Church, the means of alleviating their miseries: that while begging 
for the means of providing those orphans with a suitable Home, he 
intends not dimself to apply those means when obtained, to that object, 
but to commit them to such hands as the chief authorities of the 
Church, may deem best fitted to apply them judiciously and efficiently ; 
that, in the mean time, he will vest any funds contributed, in safe and 
profitable stock, until a sufficiency be obtained to accomplish the object 
in view; and that the only security which he can offer for a faithful and 
diligent care of those funds while in his hands, or under his control, 
is his good name and his hope of heaven, both of which he knows 
unfaithfulness would effectually and forever destroy. If there be any 
not satisfied with this security, he would respectfully counsel them to 
entrust any contributions which they may be disposed to make towards 
our enterprise, to any other person who can give them Setter. 

Tuomas C, Dupont, 


Minister of St. Stephen’s Chapel. 


August, 1847. 
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NOTICE OF A NEW PUBLICATION. 


The Religious instruction of the colored Population—A Sermon. by the 
Rev. J. B. Adger, 1847.—A copy of this Sermon, having been sent to 
the ‘‘Gospel Messenger,’’ we consider that an invitation is given to its 
correspondents to review it. There never was a time when the black 
population in our country was regarded as having “no souls.” There 
never was a time when they could say “no man cares for our souls,” 
That their spiritual welfare was not sufficiently regarded, and effica- 
ciously provided for we do not deny, but the same may be said of the 
mass of the people—the labouring class—and in particular of the 
paupers—the superanuated—the sick—the youth in every commu- 
nity. One great object of supporting religion by the government is to 
provide it for those who, in limited circumstances, cannot meet its 
necessary expenses for themselves. In our country when there was 
an ostablishad religion, the spiritual welfare of the blacks was not 
overlooked by the Clergy—by the Vesiries—and by the Legislature. 
When the establishment was abolished, the expense of their spiritual 
welfare devolved upontheir proprietors, or on benevolent individuals 
or associations. ‘lhe reports and sermons of the Society in England 
“for propagating the gospel’”’—the history of that Society, by Rey. Dr, 
Humphries—the history of the Church in South-Carolina by the late 
Rev. Dr. Dalcho—the journals of the Convention of this Diocese— 
the addresses and pastoral letters of Bishops,* and the pages of our 
Gospel Messenger from its beginning in 1824, furnish abundant evi- 
dence that it is a great mistake that it is only very lately, that the 
religious condition of our blacks began to be considered—that the 
solicitude for their soul’s health is greater in any mind now, than it 
was when they were first introduced among us—thai the number of 
their religious friends is greater in proportion than it was, allowing 
for the increase of population; and finally, that recent measures for 
their conversion and edification are more judicious, or prosecuted with 
more Zeal, than those which were adopted and carried out by our 
fathers, We do not now refer to this, or that Parish, but to the 
subject considered as a whole. And we ask who has pleaded the 
cause to which we now refer more earnestly than is pleaded in some 
of the earliest Sermons before the English Society for propagating the 
gospel, or set forth a plan so judicious, and complete, as that by the 
late Bishop Porteus in a Sermon and an tEssay on the Christianizing 
the Negroes. In this connection, we might name Bishop Bowen’s 
Pastoral Letter on the religious instruction of the Negroes, and Ser- 
mons preached on plantations by the Rev. A. Glennie. The essential 
features of the plan are the regarding the servants as members of the 
household, and partakers of the religious training and teaching which 
are had by the heads of the family—the children—and the white 
meinbers of it generally—as presented to the notice of the Pastor to 
be received under his charge the infant by baptism—the adult to be 





* These books are in the Lib f our “ Ad Soci ty.” 
rary ol our vancement lety. 
t These works are in the “ Charleston Library.” 

















180 New Publication. [Sept. 


prepared for that “holy Sacrament”—and the baptized to be provided 
with, and encouraged to partake of, Church accommodation, and thus 
have the opportunity of the devotions, and teachings, and “ means of 
grace’? which are to be had in God’s holy Church. Let this plan be 
adopted in each family—and prosecuted with all the ardour, and self- 
denial, and patience, and perseverance, and prayer, which it requires, 
and we do not see that any thing would remain to be done. Is it pro- 
posed to appropriate for this class a greater number of seats in our 
churches, so that each black, young and old, whether domestics or 
labourers, should have his seat under the same holy roof, with his 
master ; or that new churches should be built in which seats for this 
class should be many and convenient, and seats also for the white 
members of the same household or plantation, who being fewer in 
number, might not require so large a space of the whole Church, who 
could reasonably, or who desires to object to such arrangements ¢ 
But if it is intended to break down the patriarchial relation of master 
and bondsman, so far as home teaching, and pastoral teaching, and 
public worship are concerned—to invite the whites to separate them- 
selves from the blacks, and these from those—to have two churches, 
with the understanding, that into this the white man must enter—into 
that the black man (his pastor only excepted) we trust that good sense 
and christian principles will prevent such a divorce—because, first it 
is a new measure, and the old one must not be set aside until it has 
been fully tried and found wanting. Secondly, holy Scripture (in texts 
which I need not quote) speaks of the rich and the poor meetin 
together in the house of God—and that bond and free—Greek an 
Jew, &c. are all one in Christ Jesus. But if the letter of' God’s word 
were not against it—the spirit of itis. When Abraham and his chil- 
dren were received into covenant with God, they who were “ bought 
with his money” were received at the same time. He was the father- 
priest of the whole household, the free and the slaves. At Jerusalem, 
who would have thought of preparing two temples; or in later times 
two synagogues—to provide not for an increased congregation—but 
for the division of master and slave—of the Hebrew, andthe Ethio- 
pian proselyte—of the old Jews to be inthis, the Partheans, Elamites, 
&c., in that ?—Thirdly, the evil effects of such an arrangement would 
be these—the master would regard himself as less responsible for the 
spiritual welfare of his slave, inasmuch as that matter was now com- 
mitted to his peculiar pastor, and his own Church—the pastor of the 
family would regard himself as exclusively concerned with the white 
members, and no longer even inquire as to the blacks, the care of 
whom had been undertaken by another—the black would be in danger 
of pride, by being brought into a relation with his pastor, which to 
him at least mightseem not exactly what it once was, that of a humble 
pupil. 

In the Protestant Episcopal place of worship, proposed to be built 
in this city, to afford increased accommodation for the blacks, we trust 
there will be no departure from the old method which we have 
described, for we read in the printed address “ to the Episcopalians, 
of Charleston” “ We are merely bringing them (our servants) into 4 
“congregration as truly made up of doth classes, as are any of our 
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“present ones, only in a reversed proportion”—‘ Neither will the 
“congregation be made up only of slaves, for the doors of the Church 
“must be always open to all who may wish to enter, a portion of the 
‘interior will be reserved for white persons, and it is expected that 
«some such will be in habitual connexion with the congregation, and 
“invariably in attendance upon all its meetings.” (We hope these 
whites will be their masters and families.) 

But we pass to notice some of the remarks in the pious discourse 
before us, This appeal as it comes from, so it must go to the heart, 
«“ They belong tous. We, also, belong tothem. They are divided out 
among us and mingled up with us, and we with them, in a thousand 
ways. They live with us—eating from the same store-houses, drink- 
ing from the same fountains, dwelling in the same enclosures, forming 
parts of the same families. Our mothers confide us, when infants, to 
their arms, and sometimes: to the very milk of their breasts. Their 
children are, to some extent, unavoidably, the playmates of our child- 
hood—grow up with us, under the same roof—sometimes pass through 
all the changes of life with us, and, then, either they stand weeping by 
our bed-side, or else we drop a tributary tear by their’s, when death 
comes to close the long connection and to separate the good master 
and his good servant.’’.....- ‘“‘ How large a proportion of these 6000 
do you suppose are qualified to comprehend and to profit by the ser- 
mons preached to the white people?” We reply, it depends upon 
the preacher. If the Bible, if the preaching of Moses and Isaiah, 
and Solomon, and the Apostles is level to the comprehension of our 
slaves, why might not the Sermon be made so? If the black profits 
by the Psalms, the lessons of holy Scripture, the portions of the 
Epistle and Gospel, and the X Commandments, and our Lord’s sum- 
mary which are read to him in the Church, and does not by the Ser- 
mon, it is the fault of the preacher. As the preaching of inspiration 
in holy Scripture, and the preaching of the Church as in “ the Creeds”’ 
and the exhortations, for example are understood by him, so can the 
Sermon be, and there is no more reason for having a Sermon levelled to 
suit this one, and elevated to suit that one, than there is in the former 
case. The instruction from the pulpit, like that from the desk and the 
chancel, should be so framed, keeping the happy medium between 
familiarity and dignity as to suit “all sorts and conditions of men.” 
We have heard such Sermons, and it is a good reason for retaining the 
blacks in our churches, that it may prevent the preacher from soaring 
above the heads of the mass even of his white hearers, and adapting 
himself to the intelectuality and refinement of a very few. “ Their 
“food so high as to be quite beyond their reach” “the present plan of 
*preaching—to our poor is a failure, these sheep are not supplied 
“with spiritual food!’ These assentions are too broad—for even if 
there was no Sermon, the word of God read in our churches, places 
food within reach—is good preaching and no failure—is “ spiritual 
food,’ even if the Sermon were not, which we do not admit is in 
general the case, 
as must collect these people in churches built for themselves. 

€ must devote certain men exclusively to their religious training.” 
From both these propositions we dissent for reasons given in our 
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introductory remarks,..-.-.-- “Give them (we quote) suitable church 
room and a suitable ministry devoted entirely to their good. Let them 
be induced, by such allurements as these, to crowd the place of wor- 
ship.” We assent, but to the word “entirely” we would add to 
prevent misunderstanding “not separately, distinctly from white 
persons and higher classes.” ...-.. “Let those who are admitted be 
built up in the faith, not only by suitable preaching, but by the labori- 
ous and persevering catechetical teaching of them, in private. Indoc- 
trinate thoroughly, their class leaders, that they may communicate 
sound doctrine to the others. Pay great attention to the youth; and, 
with reference to the whole congregation, aim not at exciting them, 
but at zmstructing them. ‘Thoroughly imbue their minds with the prin- 
ciples and precepts of the Bible, and store them with the facts and 
narratives of its history. At the same time, watch over them, as far 
as possible, both directly and by means of their leaders, as a faithful 
shepherd watches over his sheep. Let the discipline of the Church 
be firmly and faithfully administered upon them. This is what we 
need. Such a course as this, quietly and perseveringly pursued for 
ten years, would shew the most delightful results.” Here too we 
would propose these changes, viz: “to class leaders” add “all of 
whom should be white persons”—and before the word ‘ leaders” 
insert white. To the following sentiments we give our hearty, Amen; 
“The missionary spirit is an element of the utmost life and potency 
in the moral constitution of any Church. But a spirit of concern for 
the salvation of these our poor would be the missionary spirit. What 
Dr. Chalmers says to his friends in Edinburgh, I may say, with far 
greater propriety and emphasis, to you: “Do not think that it is 
necessary that you should travel thousands of miles, or that you have 
immense oceans to traverse, before you can engage in a misssionary 
work. ‘There are wretched creatures in many parts of this town who 
are at as great a moral distance from the gospel, and from all its les- 
sons, as if they had been born and lived all their days in the wilds of 
jy. ee ‘“*¢ Honor all men,’ says the Apostle. Why honor all 4 
Because God made all—because all have one common origin, nature 
and destiny—because all have capabilities for endless and unmeasur- 
able improvement—because for the redemption of all God made His 
Son a sacrifice—and because the common nature of all God’s Son 
united with His own, and now every one of them, even the poorest, has 
an Elder Brother seated on Heaven’s throne. For these reasons we 
must not neglect to have the gospel preached to our poor.”’....-- “ The 
faithful preaching of the gospel to these poor will be followed by great 
advantages to our own children. ‘These people are in our very fami- 
lies, and their ignorance and their irreligion must inevitably affect the 
morals of our own offspring.” : 


ee 





“‘ One witness shall not testify agarnst any person.’—Numbers, 
xxxv: 30.—In right reason there should be two witnesses; because 4 
witness, who affirms, and the accused, who denies, make an equal 
balance ; there is a necessary occasion therefore for a third person to 


incline the scale. 

















Education. 


SELECTIONS. 


EDUCATION. 


Extract from the last annual report of the English ‘“‘ National Society 
for the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established 
Church.” 

+ Against such a notion the National Society has always entered its 
earnest protest ; contending that, to profess to be educating a child, 
and yet to make nought, or to make light, of definite religious belief 
and principle, is to engender in youth the most fatal habit of mind 
and thought, and to sap the foundation of all religion in the breast. 
The children brought up in such a school would breathe an atmosphere 
of hesitancy and doubt on almost all matters of revelation; and the 
necessary tendency of such a scheme would seem to be to produce in 
their young minds a coldness towards religion if not to stamp them 
with a positive scepticism. Again, others have said that while they 
agreed with the National Society in rejecting the notion of placing 
children in a school where the master should so contrive to generalize 
religion as to inculcate nothing except what men of all forms and 
shades of religious opinion might be brought to agree upon, yet that 
another scheme was feasible, for educating together all children, irre- 
spective of religious tenets; namely, that the schoolmaster shonld 
professedly and distinctly impart secular and literary instruction only ; 
and that certain fixed hours should be set apart, at which the ministers 
of religion might attend, in separate rooms, to teach religious belief 
and religious principle. 

“To this plan the society has ever opposed its leading principle— 
that education is not education, unless religion is, throughout, its per- 
vading essence. For education means much more than instruction. 
To educate a child the master must do more than impart certain les- 
sons. ‘I'he master should be more thana clever expert teacher. You 
want to bring mind in contact with mind, the mature mind of a reli- 
gious master in contact with the impressible mind of the scholar. You 
want the innermost spirit of the man to hold converse with the inner- 
most spirit of the child. You want the heart of the child to catch 
some of the holy fire of religion which should burn in the breast of 
the master, and breathe through all his actions. Religion is not only 
imparted in set lessons, but in the whole course of school discipline, by 
example, by gesture, by look, by the turn of a phrase, by a kind of 
mental contagion which may be understood though it can hardly be 
described. To use the eloquent words of a living Bishop of our 
Church, ‘Dogmatic theology has been alas, too often made most secu- 
lar instruction ; ciphering may be made religious.’ Do what you will, 
the child will look up to the schoolmaséer as his educator; and the 
schoolmaster will mainly contribute to form, not only the future me- 
chanic, but the future man. And shall the schoolmaster be one who is 
forbidden to name the name of Christ? Nay, if you would give the 
child a chance of growing up a religious being, the master must be a 
person who is religious. He must be one whose spirit will prompt 
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and urge him on every occasion, to seize the moment when the heart 
of an erring child is warm and malleable, for impressing indelibly 
with some of the touching words, or with the still more touching 
example, of our Saviour. No one has such opportunities as the 
schoolmaster for doing this. Butif the master is not permitted, nay, 
bound, thus to bring forward the doctrines and precepts of Chris- 
tianity, and to found all his rules and his discipline upon them—if 
these things are not interwoven naturally with the daily school routine, 
but are merely taught in a cold, set, formal way, at stated intervals— 
then, at the very best, the child insensibly learns to look upon religion 
as a medical drug to be occasionally resorted to, instead of regarding 
it as the very bread of life. Religion has, indeed, its truths and its 
mysteries, which shouid be taught to the child at stated times, and 
exhibited to him as matters for his docile belief and humble rever- 
ence. But it is altogether unsound to make that branch of religion 
which relates to the workings of one’s own mind and consciousness, 
to the regulation of the thoughts and acts, a by-part in a child’s 
education.— The Church Times. 





HID SIO 
POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


TwetrtH SunpDAY AFTER Trinity.—See Epistle. 
THE LAW AND THE GOSPEL. 


Obey and live: from fallen man 
The law in vain demands; 
Transgress and die: O sinful man! 
The stern enactment stands. 


Believe and live: how sweet the sound! 
The Gospel’s gracious cry; 

Believe, O lost and ruin’d man! 

And thou shalt never die. 


The Law for sin, no _— shows, 
Obedience perfect claims ; 
The man who fails the smallest point, 
On him a curse proclaims. 


For sin the Gospel pardon finds, 

BY Christ atonement’s made; 

The Lamb of God for man was slain, 
Our sias on Him are laid. 


But man by nature born in sin, 
And poor, and #lind, and weak ; 
The Spirit must his power impart 
Or none the boon will seek. 


The Law we own is good and just, 

But life it grants to none ; 

Thy Spirit then, O! Father give, 

To lead us to the Son. Zr0¥. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGUNCE. 


Giilisonville—We understand that the new Parish in this Court 
House Village, has been organized by the election of 2 Wardens and 
3 Vestrymen; that the Rev. Benjamin Johnson, deacon, is the officia- 
ting Minister ; that their “house of prayer” about to be erected, is to 
be called ‘the Church of the Ascension ;” and that application has 
been made to be admitted into union with the Convention of this 
Diocese. The prompt energy, judicious measures, and liberality of 
this ‘little flock” entitle them to the sympathy and assistance of their 
brethren in the faith, both for the erection of their Church, and the 
maintenance of their Pastor. Missionary benevolence cannot but 
discern a claim here, strong, if not stronger than the many claims 
always before it. 

Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel—That for August, was 
delivered by the Rev. A. W. Marshall of St. John’s Chapel, Hamp- 
stead, and the Bishop as usual, made a statement of the intelligence 
most recently received respecting the Missions, Diocesan, Domestic 
and Foreign. 

Missions of our Church—As to “ Diocesan,” we depend for infor- 
mation, on the correspondence and reports of the Missionaries within 
South-Carolina, and as to ‘“ domestic and foreign,” on the “ Spirit of 
Missions” and the Church periodicals. 

As to the Missions in our own State: A clergyman, who, at the 
request of the “ Ecclesiastical Authority” accepted a Mission for a 
short time, without any compensation, writes: ‘At the Glen Springs, 
by invitation of the pious landlord, I officiated both parts of the day— 
on two successive Lord’s-days,to a very respectable and attentive audi- 
ence. I next visited Spartanburg—a beautiful and eligible village, 
with too much mind and taste to be insensible to the strong claims of 
our evangelic worship. There also, I twice officiated on Sunday to a 
large and respectful congregation, in the Presbyterian Church, kindly 
tendered, and administered the Lord’s Supper to a respectable num- 
ber of devout Communicants—some for the first time partaking of 
that sacred privilege, and “ready and desirous to be confirmed,” 
when the opportunity shall offer. On the following day, I baptized 
2 children of members of our little flock, at that place—sighing for 
the absence of their loved Jerusalem, and not despairing, that they 
shall yet erect a temple to the honor of God’s holy name, in which 
with their little ones, they shall statedly worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness, Feeling well authorized by what I have seen and heard 
on my journey through several districts, gladly would I influence the 
responsible Trustees for the advancement of Christianity in our State, 
to delay not, after their power, to kindle the-yet unextinguished spark 
of devotion smouldering in the breasts of the scattered members of 
our Apostolic Church, by furnishing them (the only way be obtained) 
with duly authorized proclaimers of the good tidings of the gospel. 
They earnestly make and repeat the interested inquiry, how soon a 
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Missionary shall be sent them, to bind them to the fold and keep 
them stedfast in the faith, now scattered and exposed as sheep having 
no shepherd; and to induce others, silent from distrust of success, to 
openly declare their preferences of our form of sound words, it is 
indispensable, that they be certain of the regular ministrations of a 
settled Clergyman. Unquestionably, it is for lack of this provision, that 
our standard of faith is not erected in more parts of our Diocese, and 
that some congregations which have been organized, are languishing 
and ready to perish. The success of avery few Church members at 
Laurensville is a striking case in proof. Already in their house of 
worship nearly completed. They now only need a shepherd to gather 
in the fold. And will the Advancement Society withhold their aid. 
The same may be predicted of Newberry, temporarily supplied with 
a faithful servant of Christ.” 

As to Domestic Missions, we extract from the “Spirit of Missions” 
for July and August in one pamphlet, as follows: ‘3 Bishops, 98 
Presbyters and Deacons, and 3 Laymen, are at this time in the pay of 
this department.”...... ‘“‘ During the year, at 38 stations, 89 adults; 
and at 72 stations, 459 infants, have been baptized. 33 stations report 
183 who have been confirmed. 88 stations, report (April 1st) 2,489 
communicants. 44 stations, report 1,042 families attending our servi- 
ces; and 40 stations, report 1,485 children in their Sunday Schools.” 

The Jews.“ The Missionary has arrived at the conclusion, that a 
separate place of worship for this object was not desirable, and that his 
labors might be more useful, if he were first to visit families, and 
deliver lectures in places temporarily provided for the purpose, and 
were afterwards to introduce his converts, and such of their nation as 
are willing to hear the Gospel, to the Pastors of the City Churches, 
where, instead of being isolated from the great body of the Church, 
they could become parts of a promiscuous Christian congregation. 
He would also in such case be enabled to devote a portion of his time 
to the service of the Jews in other parts of the United States. It is 
therefore suggested that as an opportunity is now presented of making 
advantageous sale of the property, it ought to be embraced, and _ that 
the income of the fund which will thus be returned to the Treasury, 
be added to the principal for the present, or be expended from year 
to year in procuring temporary accommodations, such as are above 
referred to.”...... In the annual report we read: “The ratio of 
moral inflnence by no means keeps pace with the increase of our 
population—and we have need to humble ourselves before God, that 
so little is being accomplished in proportion to our opportunities, yet 
in one respect, it is a source of gratitude to Him, that the Church 
which He hath founded upon the rock Christ Jesus, hath gained @ 
foothold inthe West, and for the undoubted evidence given, that if the 
means were only supplied according to the need, her foundations 
could be laid broad and deep upon that virgin soil.” 

In conclution then,—‘* What is there but want of faith to limit its 
progress in the West, or to prevent its dispensing every spiritual 
social blessing to the busy people round it? To say that it is beset by 

eculiar dangers, is only to assert of it that which may be said of the 
Church Catholic at every period since her first foundation. Never 
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has she been free fom danger; never has it seemed less than imminent 
and menacing. At one time, persecution from without has threatened 
to beat down and root it out; at another, heresy has raised against her 
its parti-colored banner, and seemed ready to swallow up the faithful, 
Schism has sometimes divided her; and sometimes the friendship of 
the world, and the fair speech of men, have almost robbed her of her 
jealous love for truth, and sullied her virgin holiness. Yet in all trials, 
and through all opposition, God hasever held her up. And so it must 
be; ever ready to fail, but never failing ; leaving, it may be, one land, 
to rise with new splendour on another; out of weakness waxing 
strong: this has been, and this must be her course.”’. . . ... The receipts 
in 1847 were $13,000 less than in 1846. There is a falling off in 
every Diocese: South-Carolina gave about $3,000 last year and only 
$1,700 this year. | 

The Committee will remark “It is no consolation to know, that 
almost if not every institution, in and out of the Church, which has 
for its object the spiritual welfare of mankind, is at present in a similar 
condition. While our land has been blessed with unexampled pres- 
perity, and the members of the Church, in common with others, have 
reaped their portion of these temporal benefits, the cause of Missions 
has languished, and the laborers sent forth to bearthe heat and burden 
of the day, have suffered for want even of the little pittance that is 
promised them. Perhaps at no period in the history of our country, 
has the Head of the Church presented to its members greater oppor- 
tunities of extending its blessings to thousands who are destitute within 
our spreading land, then at this moment.”...... The north-west Mis- 
sionary Bishop writes: “ For years I have not been so encouraged as 
during the last six months. Stations are multiplying, the clergy are 
increasing, and the oldest parishes, some of which were nearly ruined 
during the years 1838 and 1839, are diminishing their debts and gain- 
ing strength. The Board may justly be proud of the success of their 
labors, and have much cause to bless the Lord our righteousness for 
the good that has been done—the sinners who have been converted, 
and the members of Christ’s flock who have been saved from error, 
heresy or schism, and consoled by the preaching of the Word and the 
ordinances of the sanctuary.”...... The south-west Missionary Bishop 
writes: “ He believes it to be, not only matter of duty, but the true 
policy, if it be admissible to refer to policy in connexion with the 
affairs of that kingdom which is not of this world—to adhere as strictly 
(when not impossible) to the Church’s arrangement of her services, in 
anew and untried field, as in places where the Church has been duly 
organized. There is so much of order and beauty, as well as solem- 
nity in the Liturgy, when fully brought into use, that the most preju- 
| diced assemblage, hearing it for the first time, as the undersigned has 
often witnessed, are conciliated and taken captive against their previ- 
ous will.” _.._. “ He has travelled 665 miles by land, and 6,530 miles 
by water—whole distance, 7,195 miles, has baptized 5 adults and 26 
children ; attended 5 funerals ; confirmed 74 persons; and preached 
112 times,” 

As to Foreign Missions. Africa.—* The baptism on one occasion 
of five converts from heathenism, and the administration, on another, 
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of the holy Communion to twenty native communicants, are among the 
facts which show that the Lord does not withhold His blessing.” ...... 
In the Schools are about 150 pupils. The number of native con- 
verts 29. 

China.—In the Mission School 23 pupils about to be increased to 
36, being all that the building could accommodate. “ Public religious 
services in Chinese are now regularly held by the Missionary Bishop, 
in a hall fitted up in the building occupied by the School, capable of 
holding two hundred and fifty people : this is filled on every occasion 
of its being opened, by an attentive audience. The Morning prayer, 
and other portions of the Liturgy, have been translated by Bishop 
Boone, together with an introductory Catechism, intended for the use 
of candidates for baptism.”......‘ With a good large Church and 
frequent Services, one or two Missionaries (and this alas! seems to be 
the number to which we are to be limited,) can declare their message 
to a greater number of hearers, than half-a-dozen Missionaries could, 
preaching in small private houses. A good large Church, therefore, 
is the cheapest way of multiplying our efficiency. Besides this, a 
solemn stately edifice, dedicated to and used exclusiyely for the wor- 
ship of the True God, standing in the midst of a heathen city, is, 
though a silent, yet still a powerful witness for God. It awakens and 
arrests the attention of even the most careless passer-by. Such a 
temple in Shanghai would be thronged by thousands of hearers, and 
your Missionaries would be able to do more in a day, in bringing 
the sound of the Gospel to the ears of this people, with such facilities, 
than, without them, they could do in weeks or months. I esha 
hope that before this reaches you, the money to build our first Chure 
will have been sent.” 

Turkey.—F rom the “ Church Times” we extract, the Bishop writes : 
‘If I have conversed with them as familiar friends, if I have united 
with them in the ties of a brotherly love, if I have labored to strength- 
en their hands and to increase their zeal, their knowledge and their 
faithfulness, it is because I know no way in which I can more highly 
benefit the Eastern Churches, none in which | can more justly fulfil 
the high and solemn obligation under which we lie to them as members 
with us of the household of faith.”...... ‘On the whole, I have 
never seen the time when our work seemed more richly blessed than 
now, and if it is “ God’s opportunity” working in “ man’s necessity” — 
our own lack of powerful means supplied by His gracious sufficiency; 
it is none the worse at least for us, and will be Far better if we are 
thereby kept humble, prayerful and conscious of our dependence.” 

The amount reported for the month ending 15th June, for Domestic 
Missions is, $1,829 ; from South-Carolina, $287; for Foreign, $4,462; 
from South-Carolina, $1,169, 

General Theological Seminary.—The annual meeting of the Trus- 
tees was held June 23d. Present, 8 of the Bishops, and many other 
Trustees, clerical and lay. The “capital” is annually encroached upon 
to merit current expenses, in 1846 to the amount of $2,495, In 1847, 
the estimate is, it will be probably, reduced $2,973 more, The num- 
ber of students is 59, of whom 19 finished this year. In the Library 
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are nearly 10,000 volumes, more than 100 added this last year. 
Resolutions for radically changing the constftution, lie over for a future 
meeting—one is “ the constitution may be amended at any time by 
the General Convention,” another to give the smallest and the largest 
Diocese each 8 Trustees. The committees on the examinations 
reported very favorably. It was resolved to empower the employment 
of an instructor in Church music. The Bishop of Rhode Island 
addressed “‘ a Charge” to the Students, from which we extract as fol- 
lows: “The Christian Minister must teke heed that the system of 
doctrine which he teaches exhibits salvation as originating in the love 
of the Father, wrought out by the obedience unto death of the incar- 
nate Son, applied by the renovating influence of the Blessed Spirit, 
conveyed through the means of grace established in the Christian 
Church, and assured to every penitent believer by the signs and seals 
of the everlasting covenant. He who thus “takes heed to the doc- 
trine,” will faithfully discharge his duty as an announcer of the truth, 
a preacher of the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ.”...... “ How few real- 
ize that God employs ministerial interposition for the salvation of 
mankind !—that He empowers His ministers to be the dispensers of 
His grace—the channels of His blessings to the world !—that, but 
for the doctrines which they preach, no sinners would be converted ; 
that, but for the promises which they announce, and the sacraments 
they administer, none would enjoy the assurance of parden, or a 
covenanted title to the blessings of His kingdom !” 


The first Commencement in Jubilee College, was held July 7th, 1847. 
—700 persons were present ; 5 Students were admitted to the degree 
of Bachelors; and 1 of Master in Arts. 

Georgia.—The 25th Annual Connvention of this Diocese was held 
May 6th-10th: present, the Bishop, 13 of the Clergy and 13 Lay-dele- 
gates, representing 17 Congregations. There are 22 Clergymen, 2 
Candidates for Orders, and 12 Congregations. It was resolved, to lay 
over until the next meeting, the consideration of Canon VI of the 
General Convention respecting Deacons with lesser qualifications, and 
to increase the salary of the Bishop, so as to make it $3,000 a year. 
In his address the Bishop said, “ the completion of two new Churches, 
which are both entirely paid for, together with the organization of a 
third, for which the necessary funds are nearly all pledged, is a guar- 
" antee of the earnest desire which both Ministers and people have to 
press forward in the extension of the Church. May there be no abate- 
ment in this zeal until our ministrations shall be established in every 
quarter of the Diocese, and the Church stand ready, with open doors, 
to receive the weary and heavy ladenof every portion of the State.” ... . 

Macon was the scene of the earliest attempt, but after two or three 
years of labor every thing was utterly prostrated under the effects of 
one of those whirlwinds of religious excitement which are brought to 
bear so Systematically upon our efforts. All but the really true were 
Swept away, and the little band which our Missionary could gather at 
its close was so disheartened that for a time all effort ceased, because 
it seemed to bein yain. But the rock was there—the corner stone 
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was unmoved—the foundation of Prophets and Apostles could not be 
shaken, and another Missionary was summoned to repair the breaches 
of our Zion. And nobly, and earnestly, and successfully did he labor, 
and now that he has worn himself out in the service of his Master, 
truly might he say to the flock over which the Lord had made him 
overseer—that flock of his own gathering and nursing and feeding, 
Ye know, &c.”...... “ After many weeks of probation—after a most 
careful and anxious examination of their grounds of faith, and after 
consultation with their parents, eighteen of these young persons were 
confirmed, and sixteen admitted to the Communion of the Church. 
These services were not performed until October and November, but 
I mention them here in connexion with the circumstances which led to 
the blessed result. Up to this time, we have no reason to believe that 
any one of these young persons was deceived in her repentance or 
faith. They are all stedfast, consistent young Christians, growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord.” ...... ‘The impression is, 
that the negroes are averse from the services of our Church. It isa 
great mistake, except so far as that aversion may have arisen from 
ignorance or neglect. Let a Clergyman of the Episcopal Church set- 
tle anywhere in the midst of them and make himself comprehended 
among them, and minister at their sick beds, and be with them in their 
moments of temptation and affliction, and prove himself their friend 
and teacher, and very soon will they welcome him to their hearts with 
the same true and warm affection with which they now cling to those 
who labor among them. It is my earnest hope that our Episcopal 
lanters will take this matter into consideration, and make arrange- 
ments for the employment of Missionaries of their own Church, so 
that master and servants may worship together in unity of spirit and 
in the bond of peace. It would tend to strengthen very much the 
relation of master and slave by bringing into action the highest and 
holiest feelings of our common nature. There should be much less 
danger of inhumanity on the one side or of insubordination on the 
other, between parties who knelt, upon the Lord’s day, around the 
same table and were partakers of thesame Communion. At present 
there is an almost entire alienation of religious feeling between the 
master and the servant, and the want of sympathy gives rise to un- 
charitableness and faithlessness in the sincerity of their profession. 
A-more intimate knowledge of each other’s religious experience would 
promote a harmony and a sympathy alike delightful and profitable.” 
Louisiana.—The 9th Annual Convention of this Diocese, was held 
April 14--16; present, the Bishop, 13 of the Clergy, and 16 Lay-del- 
egates. ‘There are 19 Presbyters and Deacons, 2 Candidates, and 14 
Parishes, and 8 Missionary stations. In their report, the Committee — 
on Education stated, “all the Clergy of New-Orleans (six in number,) 
are endeavoring to further the cause, and one of their body (Mr. 
Fay) is directly employed in the work of education; while in 
the country, five of the Clergy (as far as the Committee are informed) 
are also, more or less, engaged in promoting the same end.”...-.-- 
This resolution was passed—“‘ Every Clergymen in charge of 4 
Parish in the Diocese, shall hereafter furnish at each annual Con- 
vention, to the Education Committee, a statement in writing of what 














1847.] Obituary Notice. 191 


is being done in his Parish, in the work of Education under the aus- 
pices of the Church.’’. . - In his address, the Bishop said, ‘‘It is not that 
we ask you to part with your substance for distant heathen regions, 
solitary and benighted as they may be, and pathetically as their desti- 
tution aud degradation may appeal to us, but we are called upon to 
aid in the spread of the gospel of truth and peace, among our own 
brethren, bone of our own bone, and flesh of our own flesh, dispersed 
abroad, around and near us, and who, either by reason of their poverty, 
or in consequence of their ruinous habits of indifference and negligence, 
superinduced by a perfect destitution, of means of grace, have lapsed 
into a spiritual blindness, grievously destructive to their present peace, 
and fearfully jeoparding their everlasting salvation.” 





—— 


Obituary Wotice. 


Diep, August 7th, at the residence of Dr. Ioor, near Greenville, 8. C., PHILIP 
GADSDEN EDWARDS, M. D., in the 31st year of his age. Death seldom removes one 
so universally beloved, and so worthily esteemed. A widow and three orphans weep 
over his grave, and the loss is not confined to them, but is keenly felt throughout a 
large circle of relations and friends, whom his amiable disposition, affectionate heart 
and disinterested kindness, had sincerely attached to him. Separation from such a 
friend is most painful, and the grief would be inconsolable, did we not recognise a hea- 
venly Father’s hand in the dispensation, and have every reason to believe, that our loss 
is to our fuiend an everlasting gain. Wounded affection weeps over his grave, even as 
Jesus did at the tomb of Lazarus, but faith points to another scene, and gently whis- 
pers “not lost but gone before ;” gone to Christ; gone to rest and glory. For our 
friend was a Christian, and a firm believer in that Saviour who “ died that we might 
live.” Blessed with a pious mother, whose delight it was to train him for the skies, 
like Timothy, “from a child he knew the Holy Scriptures,” “the Lord opened his 
heart, that he attended unto the things which were spoken,” and at an early age he as- 
sumed his baptismal vows, publicly confessed the name of Jesus in the holy rite of Con- 
firmation, and knelt at the table of his Lord. His religion was not that cold formalism 
which disgraces the cause with which it is associated, and “wounds,” the adorable 
Redeemer “ in the house of his friends :” but, an active principle, which seated in the 
heart, controlled all his conduct, and shone brightly in his life. And yet it was retiring 
—concealed indeed from none, yet freely unbosoming itself only to his God and his 
most intimate friends. Its results, the fruits of his faith in Him, who died for sinners, 
none who knew him could fail to recognise. He was a son, and filial reverence was a 
marked feature of his character. He was a brother, and his fraternal love, and more 
than brotherly care, gladdened a-family whose affliction for his loss is too severe to be 
expressed. He was a husband and a father, and his widow «alone can appreciate the 
greatness of the loss to herself and little ones, but over her distress we draw a veil,such 
grief is too sacred to be intruded upon. He wasafriend—true, steady, and disinteres- 
ted, and those who were so happy as to share his regard, know that they have lost the 
greatest blessing with which a good Providence hath cheered the pilgrimage of life. In 
all his relations, he was what we should expect from the Christian, not a perfect char- 
acter, for much sin and infirmity cleave to the best on earth, and perfection 1s found only 
in heaven ; but a character in a degree, formed, by the grace of God, after the pattern of 
Christ Jesus. Were I to compare him with Scripture Saints, I should select the be- 
loved disciple, as the one to whose gentleness, amiability, and love to God and man, 
he most nearly approached. As a physician, he will long be remembered for his assi- 

uous Care, his kindness and courtesy, to the very humblest of his patients ; and instan- 
ces are known in which, while doing all that science could accomplish for the health of 
the body, he has also pointed the sufferer to the Great Physician, and urged the applica- 
tion of the Balm of Gilead to the sin sick soul. Asa Warden of St. Phillp’s Church, and 
a member of our Diocesan Convention, he felt a deep interest in “the house of God, 
and the offices thereof ;” and he was constant in his attendance upon public worship, 
re all the ordinances of our holy religion. For some years past, his health had been 
ne and impressed with the thought that his pilgrimage would be soon over, he 

ew nearer to his God, and loosened his hold upon earth. His Bible, and Prayer-book 
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and the Sacra Privata of good Bishop Wilson, were his constant companions; often has 
he left his sleepless pillow and spent “the night watches,” im searching the word of 
life, and learning some of those beautiful hymns in our Prayer-book. Thus he waited 
for the summons of Death, and it came at last, and tore him from friends to whom he 
was bound by cords of the strongest love, and whose hearts are yet bleeding at the rup- 
ture, though we trust submissive to the blessed will of God. His sufferings at the last 
were very severe, but were borne with great patience and resignation. His mind was 
at peace, his hope bright, and his faith strong. “Christ” he said, “was near him,” and 
was his “ only hope ;” he “had been a great sinner, but repented sincerely, and hoped 
to be accepted through the merits of his Savionr.” The following passage from Bis 
Wilson, he dwelt much on, emphasising the last words—‘ He that hath lived best wi 
stand in need of mercy at the hour of death, and in the day of judgment; and he that 
hath lived the worst has not simed beyond the efficacy of the blood of Christ, provided 
his repentance be sincere.” He enjoyed his last holy communion very much, and 
seemed greatly refreshed and comforted by it. His partmg admonition to some, who 
had not yet accepted Christ, and his charge that his children should be “ religiously 
brought up,’”’ were most beautiful and affecting. Hymns and passages of Scripture were 
at his request repeated to him until he died, and he seemed much interested in them ; 
his last prayer was “ God be merciful to me a sinner, for Jesus Christ sake. On Satur- 
day morning, as the snn rose his weary spirit was released, and he departed, as we 
humbly trust, to spend a holy sabbath, with Christ and his Saints, in the Paradise of 
God, , 

“ ‘To those whose souls are raised above, 

’Tis sweet when thus we sever, 
Since parting in a Saviour’s love, 
We part to meet for ever!” CO. P. G. 





—— 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The following amounts have been received for Domestic Missions, during the month 
of August : 


For Missions in the West, from Mrs. Dorothy Richardson, - - - $10 00 
From St. Paul’s Church, Radclifteboro’, for Domestic Missions, - - 100 15 
‘¢ Mrs. Esther Holbrook for Rev. Mr. Adams, Key-West, - - - 50 00 
‘* —amember of Zion Church, Richland, towards the salary of Rev. - 25 00 





Mr. Gillett, Texas, - - - - - : - - - 25 00 

‘« — §t. Stephens’ and Upper St. John’s, for Education of Student at Nashotah, 25 00 
‘“ Do. do. do. for Bishop Freeman’s Mission School, 34 00 
« §$t. Thaddeus, Aiken, Mission to Jews, - - - - - - 2 60 
$246 15 


J. K. SASS, Receiving Agent, Diocese of S. C. 





PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SOCIETY FOR ADV. OF CHRISTIANITY IN &. C. 
The Treasurer acknowledges the following receipts in behalf of the Society :— 








From Mr. Wm. Burrows, a new member, . : - . $5 00 
‘ Mrs. Wm. Burrows, 6 - - - - - - 5 00 
‘a Member of St. Paul’s Church, - - - - - 5 50 
‘Colored infant Missionary School of St. Paul’s Church, . - 9 55 
** §t. Thaddeus Church, Aiken, - : - - - 20 15 
“St. Philip’s Church, Charleston, - : - - - 71 66 
‘¢ §St. Paul’s Church, Radcliffeboro’, - - - - - 78 09 
‘* $t. Michael’s, Charleston, - - - - - - 96 29 

$291 24 
—>— 
CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER. 
D. 14th Sunday after Trinity. 19. 16th Sunday after Trinity, 
12. loth Sunday after Trinity. 21. St. Matthew the Apostle. 
15 


. 26. 17th Sunday after hoa 
17. > Ember Days. 29. St. Michael, and all Angels. 
18. 




















SCHOOL FOR THE DIOCESE OF SOUTH-CAROLINA. 


This School is under the charge of the Rev, P. Teter Bassi, at that very eligible and 
healthy situation, known as the Parsonage of St. Philip’s, Wentworth, corner of Glebe street. 
A large front yard is attached to the building, and used as a play ground, 

This School combines with the opportunities of acquiring a thorough English and Classical 
Education, the advantages of a full course of religious instruction ; and a kind and paternal 
though firm discipline. 

It has now been nearly two years under the present Principal (who is aided by two assist- 
ants) and the Committee think it can be confidently recommended to the continued patronage 


of the public, as preparing pupils thoroughly for entering College, or for mercantile business. * 


The Principal is also prepared to receive a few additional boarders into his family. 


Committee. 
Rr. Rev Biswor Gapspen, | Rev. C. WALLace, C. G, Memmincer, Esgq., 
Rev. C. Hancket, D. D. Rev. P. T. Keitu, E. R. Laurens, Ese., 
Rev. P, TRAPPIER. Dr. I. M. Camesect, J. K. Sass, Ese., 


November 1. 


NEW S. SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKS JUST RECEIVED. 


THE OLD MAN’S HOME, By the Rev. Wm. Adams, M. A., author of the “Shadow 
of the Cross” &c. with engravings from Original Designs, by Weir. Bound, 50 
cents; In paper covers, 25 cents. 

The Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Library 100 Volumes 18 mo. half muslin; reduced 
to poor Schools, $10. = 

The Children’s Magazine bound, in 35 Vols. at 20 cts. each. 

Sunday School Psalms and Hymns and Liturgy in one. 


A further supply of 
The Shadow of the Cross: The Distant Hills; The Dark River; The Castle on the Rock; 
The Fall of Croesus; Luke Sharp; Gottfried, or the Island Hermitage; The Castle of 


Falkenbourg ; Prasca Loupouloff; History of Charles Jones; Thomas Kenmier ; Crip- 
ple of the Rail Road, &c. 





From Robinson. 


The Church of England Vindicated, by Dr. Hook. 

Essays to prove the Validity ef the Anglian Ordinations; by a Layman. 

Christian Morals, by Rev. Wm. Sewall, M, A. 

The Dead in Christ, by Rev. J. W. McCullough. 

The Book of Ratram, the Priest and Monk of Corbey. 

Discourses on Romanism and Dissent, by Wm. Dodsworth, A. M. 

A Manual of Church Principles, by W. D. Wilson, A. M. 

A ‘Treatise on the use and import of the Eucharistic Symbols, by Alexander Knox, Esq. 
A Vindication of the Church of England, by Bishop Bull. 

Kight Letters to N. Wiseman, D. D., on the Errors of Romanism, by the Rev. Wm. Palmer. 
The Order of Jesuits, its Constitution and Principles. 


From Stanford & Swords. 


Brownell’s Commentary, new and cheap edition, royal, 8 vo. 

oe. Reason against Consecrating a Church with an Altar instead of a Communion 

able. 

Melvill’s Sermons, 2d series, cheap edition, 8 vo. 

Infant Baptism, tested by Scripture and History; or the Infant’s claim to Church-member- 
ship defended and established on testimony Scriptural and Historical. By Wm. 
Hodges, A. M., Rector of Burton Parish, Williamsburg, Va. | 

For sale by A. E. MILLER. 





Receiving Agents for this Diocese. 

Tue Bisnor or tag Diocgse for Missions, within the State, commonly called Dio- 
tesan Missions. 

JACOB K. SASS, Teller of the Bank of Charleston for Missions within the United States, 
under the direction of the ** Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Pro. Episcopal 
Church,” commonly called Domestic Missions. All monies sent by mail must be directed 
to him at the Bank of Charleston, where he is always to be found duriug business hours. 

HENRY TRESCOT, Esq.. Cashier of the State Bank, for Missions without the 
United States. under the direction of the Society above named, commonly called Fo- 
reign Missions. 

EDWARD BLAKE, Esq. Teller of the Bank of South-Carolina, is Agent for re- 
ceiving any contributions to Bishop Chase’s Institution, Jubilee College. 

Dr. I. M. CAMPBELL, is Treasurer of the Fund for establishing and endowing one 
or more Episcopal Schools, in the Diocese of South-Carolina, and will receive such 
sums as may be offered for that purpose. 
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| Receipts for the Gospel Messenger for the following years : 







1846. 1847. 
Amount brought forward for Amount brought forward for 
Vol. XXIII. $420 50 Vol. XXIV. $126 06 
Mrs. A. M. Lance, 3 00 
Mrs. E. Horlbrook, 3 00 


Mr. Nicholas Venning, 

Mrs. Charles Faber, 

Mrs. Mary B. Pope, (Hilton Head) 
Mrs. Margaret Bowen, 

Mr. John W. Lewis, 

Dr. I. M. Campbell, 


Www wow 
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$150 00 





fe Those persons who are indebted for “the Gospel Messenger” 
will please make payment, either personally or by mail, as it is abso- 
lutely necessary to avoid the expense of paying a collector. 
Those also, who receive “the Spirit of Missions’ from A. E. 


Miller, are required to pay for the same as soon as possible. 
ia eee _* en 


NEW BOOKS. 


REV. MR. TRAPNELL’S TRIAL. 
A few copies of the Trial of the Rev. Joseph Trapnell, jr., before the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Diocese of Maryland—Sitting as an Ecclesiastical Court, in St. Andrew’s 
Church, Baltimore, on the 23d Feb. 1847. Price 50 cents. 
ALSO. 
The Commonitory of St. Vincent of Lerius; a new translation: Price 50 cts. 
Bound Volumes of the “ True Catholic.” 


Just Received from New- York. 


The Histery of Trinity Church, embracing a period of 150 years, illustrated with ? 
engravings of the Churches—with an Appendix containing a Report in full of the 
Building Committee of the present Church, &c., 1 Vol. 8 vo. Price $2. 

The Remains of the Rev. Wm. Jackson, late Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Louisville, 
Kentucky. Price $1,75 cents. 

Memoirs of Mrs Elizabeth Fry; by Rev. T. Timpson. Price, 75 cents. 

Scriptural Illustrations. Price 31 cents. 

Selectz E Patribus. Price 75 cents. 

The Churchman’s Reasons for his Faith and Practice, with an Appendix on the Doc- 
trine of Development. By Rev. N.8- Richardson. Price 75 cents. 

Reasons why I am not a Papist, or the Churchman armed against the novelties, 
usurpations and corruptions of the Church of Rome. By Rev. N. 8. Richardson; 
pamphlet 124 cents. 

Conversations on the Parables of the New Testament; for the use of children; by 
the Rt. Hon. Lord Stanley. Price 37 cents. 

Puritanism, not Genuine Protestanism ; being a review of “the Puritans and their 
principles by Ed. Hall” by the Rev. A. B. Chapin, M. A.—Price 624 cents. 

Melvill’s Sermons complete, 2 Vols. $3,50 cents. 

do. on public occasions, separate, $1. 
ALSO. 

The Church Lessons, by Rev. A. Fowler. Price 75 cents. 

39 Articles of the Church, with notes by the same. Price 50 cents, 

For sale by A. E. MILLER. 


The “Bishop White Prayer-Book Society” 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Has eppointed Mr, A. E. Miller of Charleston, 8. C., Agent for the Society, for the 
Southern States. As the object of the Society is to promote an extended circulation of the 
Prayer-book, it is hoped, that the Members of the Church, in the Southern States, will make 
liberal contributions to its funds. 

Mr. A. E. Miller will constantly have on sale, the Society’s beautiful edition of the Book 
. — dogg bse sed diagtess to forward the objects of the Institution, can 
at a low price, for a ls, Missionary, and other purposes. ibuti to the 
funds of the Society, will ‘a received by Mr. Miller. ¢ Vets 2 58 

A <o Prodi og ALLIBONE, al 
orresponding Secre 28 tte Prayer- ’ 

Philadelphia, April 18th, 1846, , ” Hg Wi asta 

X> A supply of Prayer-Books have been received. A. E. MILLER. 














